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The volume that the reacler has in their hands represents a unique work. 
First of all, it has thc particularity of being the rcsult of thc cornmon effort 
of differcnt European institutions of higher education, grouped under the 
European Campus of City Universitics project (EC2U). The project intcgrates 
the Universitics of Coimbra in Portugal, Iasi in Romanía, Jena in Germany, 
Pavía in Italy, Poitiers in France, Salamanca in Spain, and Turku in Finland. 

Secondly, because the authors of the volume, researchers of prestige 
from different academic institutions of reference across the European 
continent, contribute to thc construction of a multidisciplinary and 
integrated concept of sustainability from the perspective of the social 
sciences. In this way, disciplines such as law, political scicnce, economics, 
geography and sociology are combined, in order to promote the projection 
and meaning that thc concept of sustainability has across thc whole range 
of social science studies. 

Among the United Nations Sustainablc Development Coals, thc 
number eleven corresponds to Sustainable Citics and Communities, and 
it specifically refers to the need to make cities and human settlements 
inclusive, safe, resilicnt and sustainable. Throughout this book, sorne 
of the key factors for achieving these objectives are discussed from the 
perspective of the human and social sciences. 

Miguel Ángel Andrés (University of Salamanca) discusscs thc ner ''Y 
transition in the European Union, with thc goal of increasing susta.irk ble 
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